4                           THE   SEVEN   DEADLY   SINS

ship with God is guilty of acts which will place him
in danger of eternal death. If then a soul Is justi-
fied, that implies a passage from death unto life, from
sin unto holiness. Nevertheless It does not fail to
recognise In accordance with Scripture that none, not
even the most holy, can escape or avoid sin entirely,
unless by a special grace of God, which grace, It
teaches, was accorded to the Blessed Virgin. This
being so. It follows that sins are obviously of different
magnitude and character, some being in their nature
mortal, or deadly, and some being venial; some being
of the body and some of the soul. A deliberate re-
jection of faith springing as it usually does from pride,
is a spiritual sin which would be regarded as capital
or deadly. The same would be true if the cause of
its rejection came from sins which found their origin
in the carnal appetites. But all sin, whether mortal
or venial, tends to separate the soul from God.

A close analogy Is apparent between human friend-
ship and the friendship of the soul with God. There
may be offences committed between friends that are
sufficient to destroy friendship entirely, while other
offences strain and weaken it. In the same way there
are sins that destroy, and others that weaken, the
grace of God within the soul. The Apostle Paul,
speaking of certain sins, says, " they who do such
things cannot enter into the kingdom of God" (Gal-
atians, chap. 5, verse 21). The distinction between
mortal and venial sins is therefore good in logic, in
harmony with experience, and commends itself to
common sense. The first strike at the very founda-